In this paper we describe and illustrate Orthophytum argentum as a new species from campos rupestres of Espinhaço Range, morphologically similar to Orthophytum toscanoi.
Introduction
Orthophytum is a medium-sized genus comprising about 60 species restricted to Brazil known for the Brazilian states of Ceará, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Alagoas, Sergipe, Bahia, Minas Gerais and Espírito Santo.
There are two centers of diversity for the genus: one in the Espinhaço Range, and the other one in the Atlantic Rainforest areas (Louzada & Wanderley 2010) . The Orthophytum species are generally saxicolous, but few species can be terrestrial. They grow in areas of soil on top of granitic-gneiss inselbergs (Atlantic Rainforest and Caatinga) or quartzite-sandstone rock outcrops of campos rupestres (rock fields) forming mats or sometimes as isolated individuals.
Two morphological groups can be distinguished: the sessile inflorescence group and the pedunculate inflorescence group (Wanderley & Conceição 2006 , Louzada & Wanderley 2010 , although both are clearly not monophyletic groups (Louzada et al. in prep) . Based on morphological studies of dry and living material in collections and field studies, we describe a new species with a pedunculate inflorescence, from campos rupestres of Chapada Diamantina, Bahia, morphologically similar to Orthophytum toscanoi Leme (2003: 23 Comparison:-Orthophytum argentum is morphologically similar to O. toscanoi, but differs mainly in its conspicuous floral bracts and dark-vinaceous sepals. The prickles on the leaf margins are very slender, glabrous and dark-brown; the peduncle is dark-vinaceous and covered by a woolly indument. Orthophytum toscanoi has green floral bracts and sepals; the prickles on the leaf margins has a swollen base and are densely white-lepidote; the peduncle is greenish-bronze. Additionally O. argentum specimens always grow as rupicolous, while O. toscanoi specimens were found growing as terrestrials in wet forested places (Leme 2003) .
Etymology:-The name of the species was chosen due the silver-like gloss of the leaves, produced by an increased density of the scales.
Additional specimens examined:-BRAZIL. Bahia: Rio de Contas, Rio Brumado, estrada para a Cachoeira do Fraga, 22 September 1981 , A. Furlan et al. CFCR 1705 
